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Ghurch Rally Day

September 27 "1
Church -Wide Breakfast
9:00 a.m.

Seeking Creative Minds and Volunteers

There will be a Church-wide Breakfast to introduce the
Preparations and Celebrations of the 30@nniversary
of the First Church of Christ in Mansfield

as well as the Programs for the Coming Year

Please plan on attending and sharing your creative ideas
and hearing about volunteer opportunities.

There is a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall!

Relief in a Time of Stress What have you helped us accomplish?
With the noise and pressure of life all

AOT OT A OOh EOGB OeveritorOA EWeBdcedtly feteided £rephrt from the

take some time out to care for ourselves Southern New England Regional office of
just as Jesus did. Church World Service (CT & RI)

We plan to offer a dayong retreat on recognizing the contribution of 10,837
OE A OE Adark/Cebterikd i Time pounds of kits during the 2008-09
I £ #EAT CAd &£ O AAOI O G&ollection @hichvieax fodhearehoAs® T A A
24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., location to be in New Windsor, Maryland. These Kits
announced. Womeand men will find are distributed wherever needed to
opportunities to rest, strategies to deal people around the world.
with stress, and a space to grow spiritually. Our church managed to send 151 Kits

In order to plan for the day, we are which was pretty exceptional considering
gathering interest. There is a sigap the size of our congregation. The
board in the Fellowship Hall. (We are NOT  complete report can be seen on a bulletin
seeking commitments righbow, just board in Fellowship Hall.
interest and availability for that date.)
--Thank you from your Board of Deacons ~Sewing & Service Group

and Rev. Matt
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GREEN Tipg

FOR THE MONTH OF

August

WEEK OF AUGUST 2, 2009

"The next time your canine or feline friend
needs a new bed, look for one that is filled with
recyclal fiber. If just one in twenty dog owners
purchased a bed made from recycled materials, the
fiber savings would total nearly 3,200 tons and fill
four hundred garbage trucks." (1)
(1) Tip from Martha Stewart, in "the green book" by
Elizabeth Rogers ahThomas M. Kostigen, Three
Rivers Press, New York, 2007, page 75

174

GOT GARDEN? CHECK OUT

WWW.EXTREMELYGREEN.COM

WEEK OF AUGUST 9, 2009
Extremelygreen.coris the website of a New

England organic garden supply compaitfyyou

are interested in a more environmentally friendly

approach than the classic "Nuke the Nuisances,"

you might check it outWe have just discovered

the site. While wehave not yet used any of the

products and can make no recommendations, the

may be quite applicable for us here in Connecticut.
Incidentally, a reversible ceiling fan can
consderably lower heating costs in the wintdir.
will return the heat which rises to the ceiling to the
level where you are operatingurthermore, if it is
located near the thermostat, it will automatically
keep the same comfort level even though you have
lowered the temperature setting by three degrees or
more, depending on your ceiling height.
(1) Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas M. Kostigen, "the
green book," Three Rivers Press, New York, 2007,
page 127

FARMER'S MARKET VS. SUPERMARKET
WEEK OF AUGUST 23, 2009

"Try doing some of your shopping at a local
farmer's marketAnd if you can, walk or bike
there. Of the total energy used in the United states
per year, 4 percent is used to produce food, and
between 10 and 13 percent is used to transport it.
Onaverage, U.S. supermarket food travels 1,500 to
2,500 miles before it reaches the family table.
Buying local food can reduce the amount of
petroleum consumed to transport your dinner by as
much as 95 percent." (1)
(1) From chapter 7StewdttSh o
in"the green book" by Elizabeth Rogers and
Thomas M. Kostigen, Three Rivers Press, 2007,
page 68

site offers information, as well as products, on
topics from mosquito barriers to lawn and garden
control.

Please send us feedback, positive or negative, i
any one has triedne of theirs or any other
company's organic garden products.

GET CEILING FANS AND USE THEM
INSTEAD OF AIR-CONDITIONING
WEEK OF AUGUST 16, 2009

"It costs just a penny an hour to run a ceiling fan
versus sixteen cents an hour for a room air
conditioner and forty three cents an hour for central
air," according to statistics available in 2007.(1)
Connecticut rates for electrical usage have risen
since that 2007 national averagenow costs us
about two cents an hour to run a ceiling fan, so you
canalso adjust those rates upward for room and
central air conditioners and really see the savings.
New England is not Florida or Arizona, and this tip

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
SIGN UP FOR SPECIAL MUSIC
CALLING ALL INSTRUMENTALISTS
AND VOCALISTS
IN ONESIES AND TWOSIES AND THREESIES
OR MORESIES
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall for the
date(s) you prefer to do Special Music. First
come, first reserved.
Pick your time early to ensure you get the
date you want.

Don't be shy!


http://www.extremelygreen.com/
http://extremelygreen.com/
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Tree of Life 9eptember Bll"l:hdays
Please rememben prayer: .
Arline Burkinshaw Ist  Sara Fleming
Anne & David Hall 2nd Elizabeth McCosh Lillie
Hel en AMuffet o Daws ¢ n3rd Matthew krest
élrllgr? Ssaqrrsrf]ac 5th  Anna Storrs, Wes Bell
i
Blanche Brauneck 6th  John Balogh, IV
Shirley Olsen 9th  Margaret McCarthy,
Christina Gordon Haley Ward-Gervino
The family oHelen Fish 10th Julie Menard,
Shirley Olsen Noah Sandeen Bennett
Leland Hawkins 11th Lyle Lilli
Eileen Stock th Ly eLillie
Adelaide Corcoran 14th Carrie Bessette
Joyce Berube 15th Betsy Hamill

LorisMastertonds son Fr egth iKa?yIa Ward-6ervind Hdnral
hospital

. e

Lindsay Ful mer6és mofth ryrecu erating from
abdominal surgery & hzqup?gﬁyt"'ﬁ“’@"rnsos declinin
health 24th Cheryl Chase

25th Erin Phelps, Vernon Phelps
26th Karl Happe
28th William Kerensky

29th Ricky Schaffer
s0th s DL

Simon Wells

SAVE THE DATE!
CHURCH WORKDAY 5 OCTOBER 3™
Time to Get Ready for Winter !

\
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Dear Friends at Firs€hurch:
Thank you so very much for the donation you made to the Association for
Frontotemporal Dementias in memory of my father, Douglas Eastwood.
It meant a great deal to me and my family to have research into this disease
to help us to understand itsggress and treatment. | hope donations will advance
this understanding further and lead to improved care. Your expressions of
sympathy were a great comfort as well.
Thank youagain!

Sincerely,
Susan Eastwood & family

Steeplechase

Thank you to all who contributed food, made The Lord Giveth!
pasta salad for the riders, or were on duty to In response to an announcement made at
Welcome steeplechase riders who stopped at the August 23rd church service, two
First Church. . .

Elizabeth McCosh Lilie, Pam Bridgeford, Carol children’s car seats have been
McMillan and Sally Demars for the pasta salad anonymously donated for Tabarak and
preparations. Those signed up to host the riders, Maryam to ride in. Many thanks to our
Julia Sherman, Ava Little, Jo-Anne Roberts, Jack generous donor!

Clauson, Winston & Norma Hawkins and Carol
McMillan. And also for those who baked cooKkies,
Jo-Anne Roberts, Norma Hawkins, Ava Little, and
Carol Drescher. Those providing fruit supplies

were Rosemary Marcellino, Pat Felletter, Ellen Special Thanks
Shirs:ha}c, Su,zapn‘e Bans;ill, ‘and Anp l,3a_i_1ey, o to.Ruth and. Joyce Berube . o
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in the shade and the result of our labor as they

made their contributions to WAIM and the the Board of Faith Formatlon for

Perception House programs. Obi 1 01T OET ¢ OEEO |
CHURCH PICNIC
~Carol McMillan for the Board of Missions (See photos of this fun-filled event in

Fellowship Hall!)




High School Youth Group

Looking for Fun and Creative Work Opportunities

The High School Youth Group is looking for work opportunities to raise funds for their
mission trip to Boston in February 2010.
If you have any work that needs doing, please contact Julie Menard @ 429-9638.
Feel free to be fun and creative with your work opportunities!!
Like: having a back yard party or picnic - hire the youth group to help set up, serve, and clean up after wards,
Or, if need your plants watered or pet cared for while you are away

BELL-RINGING TEAMS
NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER AND
OCTOBER

Teams of three or more folks are needed to
continue our participation in the world-wide
effort to reverse the man-made effects on
climate change.

Once a month we ring the church bell 350
times to call attention to the importance of the
number "350" - the most scientifically-
supported estimate of the number of parts per
million of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere to
which the world must return, if we are to
sustain human life as we know it. That number
is currently around 388 and climbing at an
exponentially exploding pace.

We need a team for some time during a day
in September, and one for a very special day
and time in October. October 24 is United
Nations Day. This year, much of the U.N.'s
attention on that day will be devoted to
discussion and action to reverse climate
change On October 24 we will ring the bell
beginning at 3:50 p.m.

Please sign up in Fellowship Hall and
contact Bob O'Connell (456-0775) when you
know the exact date you will be ringing. To
protect you hands, bring leather work gloves, if
you have some. Thanks to all who have
participated in past months.

First Church of Christ in Mansfield

300™ Anniversary in 2010

Tercentennery Celebrations

During 2010

A group has gathered to start planning
for the 300™ Anniversary of the founding of
our church.

Through worship, music and a variety of
special events, we hope to involve members
of our congregation and the community to
recognition and celebration of our history.

The ideas for doing this will become
reality if members decide to help make them
happen. Please add your expertise to any of
the planning ideas listed on the chart in
Fellowship Hall.

We hope small groups can gather to plan
each of the activities or events proposed &
or help to initiate or delete ideas depending
on support.




Pastoral Search Committee

The Pastoral Search Committee has been meeting regularly throughout the summer,
working with the guidance of our interim minister, Matt McCaffrey. Our goal is to develop

ourccOOAES O DOl £ZEI Ah A EAU AT AOIi AT O OEAO xEI
they will need to decide if our church will be an attractive place for them. Work is going
well and we expect to have the profile completed in the fall.

To help gather information for the profile, we sent out a brief survey to all the households

in the congregation. Many thanks to those who have completed the survey. Although we

asked for quick turnaround, we also understand that vacations and other obligations can

get in the way. If you still want to submit your survey, we will very much welcome your
ETPOO8 )& UI O ATT180 EAOA /nehleaeUonthcloaE A OO
Clauson, co-chair of the Search Committee at 423-0638.

To further capture the thoughts and feelings of church members, the committee will
conduct a series of group meetings over the next month or so. The first of these will be a
general meeting, open to any interested church member, on Sunday, September 20. The
meeting will begin with a light lunch right after worship and last for a maximum of
one and one-half hours. The purpose will be to talk about faith experiences in the
church, and to try to identify what people see as strengths and positive qualities of the
church. Look for the sign-up sheet to come.

If you have any questions or comments about the search, please feel free to contact any
member of the committee, or Rev. Matt. The committee members are:

Liz Bosco, co-chaplain

Donna Clausen, co-chair

Howard Drescher, recording secretary
David Hovorka, co-chair

Julie Menard, co-chaplain

Janna Pedersen, corresponding secretary
Claire Reynolds, at-large

The Pastoral Search Committee will be meeting on the following dates. All meetings are from 6-
8PM in Fellowship Hall:
8/31,9/8,9/22,10/8,10/22,11/5,11/19.



FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

0&1 OCEOAT AGO EO OEA DPAOAOGI A T &£ OEA OETI A
(Author unknown)

Forgiveness, together with reconciliation, is in many ways, a three-word summary of the life and death A
I £ *A0OOS8 L, EEA A [ OOOAOA OAAAR A OET U OA& OCEOAI
in the minds and hearts of people from different corners of the world.

ThosethreA xT OAOh O&I OCEOAT AOGO AT A OAAITAEI EAOET T ho
Nelson Mandela, have gone far in changing apartheid into acceptance and made South Africa a respected
member of the world community. Using that example, there are new rays of hope in Rwanda and Sierra
Leone, both of which have been splintered by bitter tribal warfare. Nothing can be resolved if enemies
AT180 AO 1 AAOGO OATE O AAAE 1 OEAOS

Closer to home, in religion, in politics, in schools, in families, there is increasing divisiveness. Diversity
contends with division; moderation, with extremism; tolerance with revenge. At First Church we seek
solutions, not continuing problems; some modicum of peace with justice rather than opening old wounds.
Charged with education and advocacy, the steering committee of our Peace and Justice Ministry has
chosen as a major theme for this school year: FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

In the coming month three programs will deal with this general theme:
1. Monday, September 14, 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall - Every one is invited to hear a power point by
Ridgely Fuller, a Boston area social worker recently returned from Gaza, followed by Q and A. See
the poster in church and the accompanying article elsewhere in this newsletter. Open to the
general public
2. FIRST HOUR: Sunday, September 20, 9:00 7 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall Z All Church members,
ages 2 to 103, are invited to participate in the first of a continuing intergenerational series on
O" Ol 1 UET ¢80 $1160 I EOO EOS 3SAA OEA AAAT I DPAI
3. Wednesday, September 30, 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall z Every one is invited to a Health Care
Reform Panel followed by Q and A. See the accompanying article is this newsletter. Open to other

faith communities and the general public

BOSTON AREA WOMAN TO SPEAK ON RECENT TRIP TO GAZA
FELLOWSHIP HALL, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 @ 7:00 PM

)T AT TOITAT AR xEOE 1 00 OEEARPEORhOCKAAKAOATI ARAOGE
Peace, Education and Action Group of Northeast Connecticut to our house of worship. In their statement
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from her thl,rd trlp to I,sra(;l and PaleAst}ne, tlns tl\me c\once,ngragng on GarzaA o . o
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Holland as a child, in a house used to hide Jews and later taken for the usA 1T £ ' AOi Al I ET EO,
Her powerpoint and talk will be followed by discussion and Q and A. She has been asked specifically to
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communities and the general public have been invited.



The first in a series of Sunday morning First Hours:

@BULLYI NG AS TORTURE”
(from the perspective of both the bully and the victim)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Mostallof OO AO O1T i A OEIi A ET 100 1 EOCAO EAOA EAA AgDA

other, or maybe both sides of the problem. That is why we are asking every one to be involved in this
kick-off in the first of our full one-hour first hours. Please be on time 7 9:00 AM.
This series of first hours is sponsored jointly by the Board of Faith Formation and the Justice and
Peace Ministry of this church. The objectives identified by the Just Peace Steering Committee are:
1) To understand the underlying causes of bullying and the consequences for both the bully and the
victim
2) To give children, their parents and all of us, both the knowledge and the feelings involved in
bullying, as well as hints on how to deal with the situation
3) To view bullying and other forms of dominance and submission in the light of worldwide efforts to
use forgiveness and reconciliation as one of the means to lessening or ending such behaviors
This first session will involve role playing, art work, storytelling and other intergenerational activities
and discussion. Future programs will also draw upon teachers, school counselors, psychologists,
students and children who have been bullied, and if possible, people who have been bullies
themselves
to speak of their experiences and answer questions.
If you would like to take a more active role in planning or presenting part of this or any of the first

ET OO0 11T O"5,,9).'6 10 ATU T £ OEA AOGATEI ¢ POl CC

2%#/ . #),) ! 4) .ngT)ideas,'I'foﬁnat@ﬁe@eﬁaﬂsQi@eE selections, etc. or other persons as
facilitators, please call either Mary Phelps 423-cmt¢t T O " T A -0785# 1 11T A1 1 tuvo

HEALTH CARE REFORM —-PANEL FOLLOWED BY Q AND A
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 7:00 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

Judith Stein, founder of the Center for Medicare Advocacy, Dr. James Watson, OB/GYN physician at
Windham Hospital, Lynne Ide, of healthcare4every1, Richard Brvenik, CEO of Windham Memorial
Community Hospital, and a yet-to-be-named representative from the health insurance field form the
panel of experts with differing perspectives on health care reform.

Each panelist will share some experiences in the health care field and comment on the needs, costs and
benefits of the suggested federal reforms or impacts on Connecticut residents as each sees them. A
question and answer session will follow.

OOEAO AZAEOE Aiii OTEOEAO AT A OEA CAT AOAI bDOAI EA
of view and proper decorum granted to each speaker or questioner is essential. Come early to be assured
a seat.



First Church of Christ

Sunday

6

Worship Service 10:15 am

13

Worship Service: 10:15 am

20
First Hour:
OBul lying
9:00 6 10:00 am

Worship Service: 10:15 am

Small group
discussions w/lunch

27

RALLY DAY

Church Wide Breakfast
9:00 am

Worship Service: 10:15 am

After Worship Events

Monday

Labor Day

14 Sewing
Service
9-1:00 pm
0Gaza
Speake
7:00 pm

21

BFF

Search
Committee
7:00 pm

28

September

Tuesday

1

Board of Mission
7:00 pm

8

BFF 6:30 pm
Search
Committee
6:00-8:00 pm

15

22
BFF 7:00 pm

Search

Committee
6:00-8:00 pm

29

Wednesday

2

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study 1 -2:30 pm
Business Committee
6:30 om

9

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study 1 -2:30 pm
Deacons 7:00 pm

16
Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study 1 -2:30 pm

Executive Council
7:00 pm

23
Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study 1 -2:30 pm

30
Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study 1 -2:30 pm
Health Care Reform
Panel & Q&A
7:00 pm

2009

Calendar of Events

Thursday

10
Choir Practice
7:00 pm

17
Choir Practice
7:00 pm

24
Just Peace
9:30 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 pm

11

18

25

Friday

Saturday

12

19

26



