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Interim Pastorôs Letter 

 

Dog days 
As I write this, the first truly warm (humid, wet, sticky, uncomfortable) days of summer have arrived. 

Weôd been expecting them for quite some time, but only in the last week has the thermometer seemed 

to break the 80-degree mark here in eastern Connecticut.  

Hot, hazy, humidésummer seems to simmer us in our own juices, especially as more of us move 

out from the illusion of constant climate control into the elements. Some of us play harder, while others 

slow down. The long hours of sunlight (yes, we remember what that yellow thing in the sky is called!) 

keep us awake well into the evening. Itôs a time for outdoor chores and tasks that require quiet 

concentration. We find ourselves talking around campfires (real and virtual)ðtelling stories, learning 

the ñhow comesò of our practices, toasting a marshmallow. 

As these ñdog daysò stretch on, there is quiet work taking place in our fellowship. We have two 

groups conducting searches for new leadership. 

The more well-known one is the Pastoral Search Committee. They have been meeting on alternate 

Mondays this summer, gathering information about our congregation, listening to stories, trying to 

make sense of our history. The seven members of this group have a formidable task ahead of them in 

completing what is called the ñchurch profileòða comprehensive snapshot of who we are, where we fit 

in our community, what we believe, and what we seek in new pastoral leadership. Judging from our 

conversations so far, the church profile will well represent who you are and the kind of person you 

seek. 

There is another group meeting: the Director of Faith Formation Search Committee. This group has 

been meeting on alternate Tuesdays. The preliminary work for this group has been a little different than 

that for the Pastoral Search. This committee has spent significant time discerning what ñFaith 

Formationò itself means to us. This is an important taskðfaith formation is still an emerging idea in 

the life of the wider church. In Mansfield Center, thanks to the visionary work of past leadership we are 

ahead of the curve in embracing the idea of faith formation. But, deciding what is faith formation and 

how we can make it a set of practices in our own ministry is an important discussion. 

Neither group will have an earthshaking announcement for you when the dog days end and 

September rolls around. Itôs too early in their respective processes. 

What they will have for you is a set of invitations. Some of those invitations will look like short 

questionnaires, others like dessert gatherings, still others like on-the-spot questions. 

Behind those invitations is this question: How do you understand ministry in this unique and special 

place? What do you need for yourself to grow in faith and spirituality? What would equip you to be in 

service to the world for the sake of Christ? How about your children? 

The ñdog daysò are a great time to be thinking about those questions. May answers emerge for you 

in preparation for the task of seeking new leadership, in which we all play a part. 

Oh, and would you mind toasting one of those marshmallows for me? Thanks! 
 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Rev. Matt McCaffrey 
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OUTDOOR FURNITURE FROM RECYCLED 

MATERIALS  

WEEK OF JULY 5, 2009 
 

     "Look for outdoor patio furniture made from 

recycled materials instead of from wood or metal.  

One bench made from recycled materials can 

prevent the equivalent of two thousand plastic 

bottles from entering landfills." (1) 

(1) "the green book," Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas 

Kostigen, Three Rivers Press, New York, 2007, 

page 77 

 

PATIO DECK FROM RECYCLED 

MATERIALS (PART 1)  

WEEK OF JULY 12, 2009 

 

     We follow up on the tip from last week, which 

cited that buying the average patio bench made 

from recycled materials would save 2,000 plastic 

bottles from the landfill. (1) 

     Two years ago, we replaced our wood deck, 

which was checking and rotting despite our best 

efforts to water seal and stain it.  With help from 

son Bill, we rebuilt a 10' x 20' patio, using 5/4" x 6" 

recycled material, made largely from plastic.  Based 

on the statistics from last week, we probably kept 

40,000 to 50,000 plastic bottles out of the landfills.  

Not only that, but think of the tree(s) we saved by 

not using wood. 

(1) "the green book," Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas 

Kostigen, Three Rivers Press, New York, 2009, 

page 77 

 

RECYCLED DECKING MATERIAL  

( PART 2) 

WEEK OF JULY 19, 2009 

 

     When building or redoing a patio, there are a 

variety of recycled decking materials and fasteners 

to choose from, each with its own advantages.  We 

chose Trex Decking and used Tiger Claws, rather 

than deck screws.  They are extremely easy to use, 

and with the spacer provided, leave a perfect 

spacing between planks.  If only offered a single 

spacer, request a second one; it will save hours on a 

large deck.  Most, if not all, recycled decking leaves 

a "mushroom" effect from every deck screw, but the 

only screws showing with Tiger Claws are in the 

first row, conveniently hidden by our siding, and the 

last row, largely hidden beneath our railing. 

     To break up the repetitious pattern of grain on 

each plank, we turned every other one in the 

opposite direction.  We have had nothing but 

compliments on the appearance, and expect our 

beautiful deck to outlast our lifetimes. 

     One word of caution:  Do NOT attempt to use a 

can of insect spray near recycled decking.  We used 

it to get wasp nests, and it leaves a residue which 

we can not remove.  If any one knows how to clean 

it, please let us know 
 

BUY IN BULK  

WEEK OF JULY 26, 2009 
 

     This past week marked the 40th anniversary of 

the first walk on the moon - by Neil Armstrong and 

Buzz Aldrin - not Michael Jackson.  Along with the 

passing of Walter Cronkite, these events 

reawakened interest in space, and so we turn to 

Martha Stewart.  In her chapter on "Shopping" 

taken from "the green book," Martha advises: 

     "Consider buying items in bulk.  You will pay up 

to 50 percent less and significantly reduce the 

amount of energy needed to transport all that extra 

packaging waste to landfills and recycling 

facilities.  If by buying in bulk every U.S. 

household generated 10 percent less packaging 

waste, the volume of diesel fuel saved by garbage 

trucks annually would be enough to take a busload 

of schoolchildren on a field trip to the moon and 

back every day of the school year." (1) 

     While we don't know from what rarefied 

atmosphere Martha pulled that last sentence, there is 

great truth in the money and extra packaging you 

can save. 

(1) Chapter 7, "Shopping" by Martha Stewart, in 

"the green book" by Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas 

M. Kostigen, Three Rivers Press, New York, 2007, 

page 67 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree of Life 
 

Please remember in prayer: 

Arline Burkinshaw  

Anne & David Hall 

Helen ñMuffetò Dawson 

Anna Storrs 

Ellen Shirshac 
Blanche Brauneck 

Shirley Olsen 

Christina Gordon 

Helen Fish 

Leland Hawkins 

Eileen Stock 

Adelaide Corcoran 

Ellie Lamb 

Susan Eastwood & Tony Paticchio & family 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Matt will be away 

on vacation 8/17 - 8/31  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
1st May Ann Corey, Scott   

 Fisher, Daniel Truman,  

 Stacey Stearns  

2nd  Julie Sandeen Woodland,  

              Susan Eastwood, Paul Tanner, 

              Olivia & Amelia Fahy  

4th  David Hovorka  

5th       Albert Hawkins, Frankie Wunschel  

7th        Matt Bridgeford, Heidi Stearns  

8th        Erin McCaughtry, Armand  

               Saccamano 

9th        Raymond Hobby, Emily Wells ,  

               Claire Cherner  

11th        Amy Dunstan 

12th        Carol Phelps, Dorothy McCaughtry  

15th        Michael Savino  

16th        Brian Boehle 

21st        Tiffany Rivera  

22nd       Ellen Shirshac  

23rd        Diane Wright  

25th        Lois Happe 

26 th        Matt McCaffrey  

27th        Carol McMillan,  

       Daniel Hovorka  

29th        Andrew Sandeen Bennett  

30th        Winky Gordan,  

       Mario Belliza  

31st        Erik Haeger  

 



 
 

 
 

Special thanks to all who worked for our Kitchen 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά9ŀǎǘ aŜŜǘǎ ²Ŝǎǘέ 
fundraiser.  The event was a great success and we 
sincerely appreciate the many helping hands! 
~The Kitchen Committee 
 
 
Special thanks to Ruth Berube  
who continues to volunteer 
weekly in the office!    
 
 
 
 

Want a new Name Tag? 
 
Please put your name in the basket 
at ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Rd entrance if you 
would like the Church Office to make you a new 

name tag! 
 
 
 

 
"350" BELL RINGERS NEED FOR 
THE SUMMER MONTHS 
        Please see details and sign up 
in Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 

ATTENTION   MUSICIANS! 
 SIGN UP FOR SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
We still need special music for a couple of 
Sundays this summer. Please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall.  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΗ 
 
 

 

CHURCH WORKDAYS 
The Executive Council work days are on August 1st 
and August 15th. These days are being scheduled 
to clean out the Faith Formation Wing. The August 
1st date is for designated members of boards or 
others who are interested to set aside items they 
want saved. The August 15th date is for disposing 
of those items that are not wanted.  Any questions 

contact Dave Little at 423-4674. 
 

 

High School Youth Group 
Looking for Fun and Creative 

Work Opportunities  
 

The High School Youth Group is looking for work 
opportunities to raise funds for their mission trip to 
Boston in February 2010. 
 If you have any work that needs doing, please 
contact Julie Menard @ 429-9638. 
Feel free to be fun and creative with your work 
opportunities!! 
Like: having a back yard party or picnic - hire the 
youth group to help set up, serve, and clean up 
after wards,  
Or, if need your plants watered or pet cared for 
while you are away  

 
 

Tercentennery Celebrations  
During 2010  

 
A group has gathered to start planning for the 300th 
Anniversary of the founding of our church. 
     Through worship, music and a variety of special 
events, we hope to involve members of our 
congregation and the community to recognition 
and celebration of our history. 
     The ideas for doing this will become reality if 
members decide to help make them happen.  
Please add your expertise to any of the planning 
ideas listed on the chart in Fellowship Hall.  We 
hope small groups can gather to plan each of the 
activities or events proposed ς or help to initiate or 
delete ideas depending on support. 



Sewing and Service Group 
 
We will be preparing school kits for Church World 
Services kits as soon as the contents can be 
accumulated.  We are seeking: 

  
Notebooks (70-80 or 120-150 pages) 
Rulers (with centimeters & inches) 
.ƭǳƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊǎ 
Crayons (24 in box) 
 

Our supply of bags, pencils, sharpeners and erasers 
is adequate at present.  Year round, we seem to 
need hand towels, for the health kits, tooth 
brushes and nail clippers plus money for diapers.  
Any contributions can be left to the door on right 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
appreciative of your help.   
 
Join us August 10th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.   
We will bring a sandwich for lunch and some fruit 
to share. 

 
Adelaide Corcoran & Carol McMillan 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

    
WAIM: BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 
¢ƘŜ ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
serving kindergarten through forth grade with 
clothing vouchers.  The amount each child receives 
is dependent upon contributions received from the 
churches which sponsor WAIM such as ours. 
 
Children entering grades 5-8 in the Willimantic area 
will receive vouchers for shoes, sox and 
underclothing since uniforms will be worn in the 
middle school this year.  Please consider donating 
to this program.  The deadline for donations is 
August 14.  It is a real boost for children starting 
school each fall to have a new outfit to wear on 
that first day of school.   

 
Checks can be made to First Church with a note to 
ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭέΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ²!La ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ 
the Sunday offering (or mailed to WAIM PO Box 
221, Willimantic, CT 06226). 
 
 

Steeple Chase  
August 15th  

 
The bikes will be 
coming!  This yeaǊΩǎ 
Steeplechase riders 
are due to arrive 
looking for 
refreshments on 
Saturday August 15th!  If you choose to ride as a 
church team, family or group...applications are 
available in Fellowship Hall. 
Our refreshments have been considered some of 
the best.  Those riding 50 and 100 miles are due to 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ммΥлл ŀƳ ŀƴŘ сΥллǇƳΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
need food to nourish and revive them as well as 
people to welcome them here.   
Sign Ups can be found in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Help Still Needed!  
Opportunity to Serve!  

 
August Fellowship / Coffee Hour s 

 
Committee members have been providing 
refreshments during the year, by assignment.  We 
are in need of individuals to sign up for this social 
time during the month of August.  If you are willing 
to prepare a beverage to serve and 
clean up on any August Sunday, 
please check the list posted and 
take a turn.  Beverages, (usually ice 
tea) are available to mix and it is 
your choice whether anything else 
is served.   
  



  

 
Tabarak (6), Maryam (8), Essa (11), Anwar (14), Abduhl (15), Azhar (16) Mohammed (18), Fathima (Mamma), Waleed (Dad)  

 

Ȱ%!34 -%%43 7%34ȱ &5.$2!)3%2 
      

     Many thanks for all the helpers and attendees at the "East Meets West" fundraiser for the Iraqi family on 
July 25 at Memorial Park in Ashford.  Although I am biased, I sensed an overwhelming good vibe at the event.  
      My top ten list of magic moments that day include: 1) some authentic desert weather (it was hot and 
ǎǳƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǌŀƛƴύ нύ wŜǾΦ aŀǘǘϥǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΤ  3) the donation of a vehicle to the family 
by a local active military service family 4) Tabarak and Maryam singing Iraqi folk songs in front of a rapt 
audience, 5) watching children of all ages play soccer 6) chariot and horsy rides provided unexpectedly by a 
local family 7) grooving to Ecstatic & ETC, a VERY AUDIBLE youth ministry praise band from the Ashford 
United Baptist Church; 8) the smell and taste of kabobs prepared and served by a devoted clan of cooks, 
servers and cashiers; 9) Fathima's lovely flowing Arabic script on written prayer paper gift cards 10) the sight 
of children artists working diligently under a canopy tent and about SIXTY silent auction items up for bid under 
tents nearby 11) Watching and listening to Cheryl, Laurel, Justin and Ludent dishing out some tasty middle-
eastern music. ²Ŝƭƭ hYΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мн ƳŀƎƛŎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ its not a complete list, and who's counting anyhow.   
     Special Special thanks to Carol McMillan for procuring the food license; Carol Fineout and her neighbor 
Sharon Kozin  for the copious gift baskets, Jim Woodland for his strength and resourcefulness and trailer, Jana 
and Liz for help with promotion, Gabrielle Zane and Ludent Tremmel for the art ideas and sound system, Matt, 
Jenny and Ryan for help with the Website, and all of you that pitched in making kabobs, bringing food 
donations, writing checks, emptying wallets, eating, drinking and smiling.  At this writing, we raised about 
$4,000 from the party, about $1,200 from other donations, and a significant number of pledges are yet to be 
collected (example: another Ashford church has pledges amounting to over $800).  
      The East Meets West event concept has two main goals 1) raise money to retire relocation debt and 2) 
help our new neighbors make new friends and connect up with the greater community.  I'd say we are close to 
being half-way to achieving goal 1, and goal 2 was overachieved.  Look to the website 
www.eastmeetswestsite.com for emerging details of a house-painting party at the Iraqi family's house, hosted 
by the United Baptist Church of Ashford.   We'll be serving some of the left over food for hungry painters there 
in August.   
 
Your friend - Paul Tanner   THUMBS UP! 

 

 

http://www.eastmeetswestsite.com/


                                   

CHURCH PICNIC  
Crystal Pond, Eastford  

SUNDAY AUGUST 16 TH 

Following Worship Service  

(Hosted by Ruth and Joyce Berube ) 

Fun!     

Food!        

Fellowship! 

 

 

(Sign up and get a map in Fellowship Hall)  

Limited parking, please consider car - pooling! 

 

 
                            Please bring a lawn ch air . 

 

 

Rolls & Cold Cuts will be provided!  

Please bring a dish to share and your favorite beverage!  

 


