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Letter from Louise

Dear Friends, May 2009

So much is going on these days, | can hardly keep up. It’s wonderful to see so much happening. 1 just
spent the past weekend with nine fantastic JPF students. We began our fast at 9am Saturday morning and
ended it with a church wide breakfast on Sunday morning. All the kids got sponsors for their fasting. The
purpose was to bring awareness to world hunger, not only globally but locally. As of this writing they have
collected roughly 1500 dollars for World Vision. 1 challenged them to try and collect 2000 by next Sunday
(May 2), and if they do, I’d dye my hair whatever color they choose. Every 30 dollars will feed and care for one
child for one month. You do the math, but that is a lot of kids they helped. Talk to the kids and ask them about
their experience...and put in your vote on what color my hair should go!

I want to thank all who had any part in creating our Green Church Banner that now hangs in the
sanctuary. The creation and ideas for the banner started last fall at First Hours. From there Alice Eschholz
cut out all the fabric, Julia Sherman, spent many long cold winter nights sewing, and lastly Maggie Kinsella-
Shaw hand painted in all the people. Again my thanks for all who stepped up in any way to work on it. It looks
GREATIN

| would like again this year to recognize and celebrate all those who are graduating. If you, or you
know a member of the congregation who is or who has graduated in the last year, please let me know as soon
as possible. | need that list to me no later than May 15"

On May 3rd and 10", Gloria Bent will be leading First Hours with a theme of “Praying in Color”. It
promises to be excellent so please try to attend. As always, childcare is provided during that time if your child
happens to be too young for First Hour. (In this case under 8) We will NOT be having First Hours on May 17
or 24. We will end our “program year” of First Hours on May 31% which is Pentecost Sunday with a theme of
“what fills you up?”” We will begin at 9am and provide a light breakfast. More details will be forth coming so
stayed tuned. It is Pentecost though so plan on wearing RED.

Lastly, last year we did not have enough people to go to Six Flags. But let’s try again. This year we will
depart from the church parking lot at 9am and arriving at Six Flags shortly after it opens on June 28". Yes, |
know it is a Sunday morning! The cost of the trip cost 42 dollars per person. That includes your park
admission and an all you can eat lunch served from 12:30pm to 1:30pm. | need all money in my hands by May
24" If you have any questions please see me.

Shalom,
Louise
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DISCARD ALKALINE BATTERIES IN YOUR
REGULAR TRASH
WEEK OF APRIL 5, 2009

Dispose of your dead alkaline batteries in the
regular trash, where they will be incinerated with
other garbage. They do NOT contain mercury.

This past week the Town of Mansfield ceased
recycling alkaline batteries, because it became too
costly for taxpayers. Secondly, the process of
sorting out alkaline from rechargeable batteries
required so much staff time. The town began that
recycling in 1999 when mercury was used in the
manufacture of alkaline batteries. Mansfield had
continued recycling - at a cost of 46 cents per
pound - even though the batteries no longer
contained mercury..

The town of Mansfield will continue to accept
rechargeable batteries at the transfer station,
because they DO contain hazardous heavy metals,
such as cadmium. Other towns in the area must
still take their spent rechargeables to the hazardous
waste site in Willington.

Source: Much of this material was contained in
a recent news item from the Willimantic Chronicle.

PLANT NATIVE SPECIES
WEEK OF APRIL 12, 2009

When you "stock up on all your spring shrubs,
flowers and other ground-cover plantings, look for
native species... Plant varieties that are indigenous
to your growing region." These are more suited to
our soils and growing conditions, and will thrive with
mush less care, artificial fertilizers and watering. "
Also, ask the nursery if you can return the plastic
pots after you've finished planting; many will take
them back... to use again."

Source: Both quotes are from Danny Seo, "Do Just
One Thing," from The Chronicle, March 3, 2008,
page 8.
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DRYER LINT IS FOR THE BIRDS
WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2009

“When cleaning the lint trap from your dryer,
don’t throw it away. Instead, place it outside where
birds can easily find it, near a bird feeder or bird
bath. Break up dryer lint into small, manageable
pieces. They’'ll pick up the soft mass and USE IT
TO FEATHER THEIR NESTS.”

Source: Once again Danny Seo, in his daily column
“Do Just One Thing” in the The Willimantic
Chronicle, April 9, 2009, page 9

WRITE YOUR LEAVES; "WALK YOUR
TALK"
WEEK OF APRIL 26, 2009

Following up on last week's Green Tip, write
down those behavioral changes you are making to
improve the environment. Write them on either the
green leaves beside the Fellowship Hall Tree of
Life, or better yet, on something you are already
recycling, (used envelopes, cardboard, plastic lids,
etc.), and hang them on the tree.

Words can be a very powerful inspiration to
others to follow in your footsteps. "Don't just (write
or) talk about changing the world - get on with it!
Actions speak louder than words. As Mahatma
Gandhi said, we must ' be the change we want to
see in the world." " (1)

Search for new actions you could take to
reverse climate change or "green" the
environment. Continue evaluating how well you are
keeping those good intentions. Words can be fine,
but it's actions and consistency that count. So,
"walk your talk!"

(1) Joanna Yarrow, "1001 Ways to Save the
Earth," Chronicle Books, San Francisco, Tip # 450,
"Walk Your Talk," page 157.



Tree of Life

Please remember in prayer:
Arline Burkinshaw
Anne & David Hall
Helen “Muffet”” Dawson
Anna Storrs
Ellen Shirshac
Blanche Brauneck
Shirley Olsen
Christina Gordon
Helen Fish
Sandy Baxter, recovering from fractured ankle
Ruth Berube, recovering from surgery
Joyce Berube, recovering from a fall
George Bailey, recovering from surgery
Winston Hawkins, recovering from surgery
Susan Eastwood, whose father passed away

Rev. Matt and his wife Allison, whose father
passed away

D e v

Please Note:
There will be No First Hour
On 5/17 and 5/24

Please Note:
Deadline for the June
Newsletter is Tuesday 5/26

AY BIRTHDAYS

Kyle Martin
Shirley Olsen, Marcia Briggs,
Marie Ruth Hayes

Lindsay Fulmer :

Linda Hawkins Hansen, Rebecca Krest,
Kathy Ward

Megan Phelps, Steve Lane

Sandy Baxter
Ryan Vaillancourt
Riley Cherner
Jim Woodland
Kay Holt

Louise Hawkins, Beth Bessette
Richard Churchill

Maya Wells

Samuel Dodd, Warren Erickson, Brady
Cherner

Andrew Kerensky, Mary Kinsella-Shaw
Anne Bladen

Matthew Kyer

Alice Eschholz

Jean Bell, Liza Renzulli
Maggie Kinsella-Shaw
Sean Fisher

Helen Fish




Dear Friends,

It is with great sadness in my heart that | am
writing to give you my resignation. | will not be
returning in August. Both the girls will be attending
school in Hartford next fall and being in Mansfield
would just be too far for me if | needed to get out
there quickly for any reason.

I have absolutely loved every second | have
been here among you. You all have been so
wonderful to me and my family and | am deeply
thankful to each and every one of you for all the
love shown to us.

As you look forward, I challenge you to
look closely at how you would like to see First
Church structured. | know Matt will be helping you
all do that as you search for a settled pastor. Look
at the whole picture. Ask questions. Challenge
each other. Look outside the box. Be prepared for
whatever God sends your way. And in doing so,
God will continue to bless each and every one of
you.

Shalom,

Louise Labbe-Fahy

"350" BELL RINGERS NEED FOR
MAY 29 @ 3:50PM AND THE
SUMMER MONTHS

I Please see details
and sign up in Fellowship Hall

Retirement Announcement

Early this month, the church and pastor
received letters from Lois and Davida announcing
Lois’ retirement at the end of June from her position
as Regional Minister for the Connecticut
Conference. The texts of those letters are available
in the office, but excerpts include: (from Lois) “As |
reflect on our time together, | feel a deep sense of
gratitude as well as sadness as | approach this
transition. 1 give thanks for the opportunities
offered to me to serve, thanks for terrific colleagues
and companions, thanks for the chance to share ‘the
costs and joys of discipleship’ with you, thanks for
the many blessings | have received. | am sad that
the day has come for this change; I know I will miss
you and all that has brought me so much
satisfaction;” and (from Davida): “As you might
imagine, we have received the news of Lois’
decision with mixed feelings — with joy for her at
the prospect of new life with days with more
leisure, and with sadness at our loss of a valued
colleague.”

While this transition has an impact on the
churches of the Eastern Region, it falls more
heavily on this congregation. While Lois is a
member here and retirement might signal more
participation on her part, that outcome won’t be
evident for a while. As the church is in an active
search, that will complicate the relationship as Lois
moves appropriately through this transition. Lois is
scheduled to meet with the Board of Deacons in
May to discuss the transition and will be with the
congregation on Sunday, May 17 also to conduct an
open discussion about how the search will proceed
and Lois’ plans during that process.

On a brighter note, included in the
announcement from the conference is an invitation
to the celebration of Lois’ ministry. Please mark
your calendars for Pentecost Sunday, May 31 at
5:30 pm, beginning with a service of worship
followed by a reception. The United
Congregational Church in Tolland will host the
event.
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ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
(ESPECIALLY NEW MEMBERS)
SIGN UP FOR SPECIAL MUSIC

Whenever the choir has a Sunday off, volunteers
are needed to provide music during worship.

May 24 (Memorial Day weekend)
June 28
All of July and August
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Calling all singers!

If you're one of the voices who has been unable to join
the FCC choir due to Thursday night commitments, be
silenced no longer!

An alternate rehearsal time will be offered to those who
wish to dedicate themselves as choir-for-a-month or
fulltime members on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m.
(promptly.) From 9:15 to 9:30 we will rehearse the
anthems for two weeks in advance, and then will be
joined by the rest of the choir at 9:30 to rehearse the
anthem for that day. Please see Michael at church or
email him at MichaelVSilvestri@hotmail.com to express
interest.

Praying in Color

Ever find yourself at a loss for words when it comes
to prayer?

Let color and shape speak for you!

On Sundays, May 3 and 10 at 9:30 a.m. we will
explore this prayer technique developed by Sybil
MacBeth and described in her book “Praying in
Color: Drawing a New Path to God.” Absolutely no
artistic ability needed. Suitable for ages 8 to 108.
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall so we have
enough supplies on hand. (Led by Gloria Bent.)

WEEKLY SEEDS is a small group

gathering each Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. to
explore the scripture reading for the coming
Sunday. The resources for this bible study are
now accessible on our First Church website.
(Go to our site (www.myfcc.info), go to the
Spiritual Life webpage, and click on the i.ucc
link. On the left side of the screen you will find
the Weekly Seeds postings.) If you don't have
internet access, copies of the resource will be
available in the church office on Tuesdays or
you can come a bit early on Tuesday evenings
to "read ahead."

We would love to have more folks join us --
on aregular or drop-in basis. The material
is informative and the conversation always
lively!

We need your help!
Church Summer Cleaning June 5th!

9:00-12:00

Many hands make light work — and a clean
church community!

The Business Committee has planned a
series of church work days to correspond
with our seasonal needs. The summer work
day will be Saturday June 5™ and will
include installation of air conditioners and
preparation for insulation of the sanctuary

All Work days are 9:00 — 12:00

Coffee and donuts provided!

&



http://us.mc831.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=MichaelVSilvestri@hotmail.com

High School Youth Group
Looking for Fun and Creative Work
Opportunities

The High School Youth Group is looking for work
opportunities to raise funds for their
mission trip to Boston in February 2010.

If you have any work that needs doing, please
contact Julie Menard @ 429-9638.

Feel free to be fun and creative with your work
opportunities!!

Like: having a back yard party or picnic - hire the
youth group to help set up, serve, and clean up
after wards,

Or, if need your plants watered or pet cared for
while you are away ...

Dear Parents and those who care about

youth,

Drinking, sex, violence, depression, school
failure, and harassment. These are just some of the
daily realities of life for many of today’s
adolescents. Middle School Confessions is an eye-
opening documentary that takes a look at the lives
of young people, as well as the efforts of parents,
teachers and school officials to help kids navigate
through these often difficult transitional years. This
show features candid interviews with 11 to 14 year
old students.

Here are some of the facts:

e 31% of adolescents have had sexual
intercourse by age 15

e 9% of U.S. students drop out of school every
year

e 26% of 12 year olds said they were unsure
about their sexual identity

e 22% of middle school students reported being
threatened with physical violence by other
students

e Every hour 57 teenagers try to kill themselves

e Over 50% of 8" graders have tried alcohol in
the last year.

e 25% of 8" graders admitted getting drunk

Please join us on WEDNESDAY MAY 6'" at
7:30pm to watch this documentary in Fellowship
Hall. Following the viewing we will then open the
floor for discussion and questions. This evening
has been set aside for adults only. | know when |
first heard these facts, my reaction was “not our
kids”, but the reality of it is if it is not our kids, then
it is our children’s friends, our neighbors, etc. It
takes a village today to raise children and we all
need to know the reality that these young people
face on a daily basis. Please try to join us on
Wednesday May 6™ at 7:30pm, and invite a friend
along!

Shalom,
Louise Labbe-Fahy
Director of Faith Formation

20% BENEFIT CARD

May

The Gardens at Bassetts Bridge Farm
552 Bassetts Bridge Road
Mansfield, Connecticut 06250
Phone/Fax (860) 455-0545

Located just one mile beyond
the boat launch at
Mansfield Hollow State Park

Open
May through October
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

20% Payback

Once again Jean and Wes have extended First Church
members a very generous offer. For every item that our
members purchase from The Gardens at Bassetts Bridge
Farm during the month of May, the Bell’s will give back
to First Church 20% of the proceeds. This is an offer that
can’t be ignored. So make your up your garden list and
make Jean and Wes’s your first stop. You may pick up a
yellow coupon on the table in Fellowship Hall. If you
should stop at the Bell’s without your coupon, be sure to
remind them you would like your payback to go to First
Church. And by all means encourage your friends to
shop at The Gardens at Bassetts Bridge as well, and
encourage them to be sure to mention First Church.



UCONN SPRING MOVEOUT
PROJECT

Help is needed to sort collections of
furnishings and other items which are discarded by
departing students at UConn. There will be at least
12 dormitory locations where volunteer helpers can
sort out and retain useful items for local agencies
(i.e. WAIM, Salvation Army, Soup Kitchen,
Mansfield Social Services or the Swap Shop at our
local landfill.)

Time slots of 2 hours at each location can
be signed up for on a list in Fellowship Hall from
12:00 — 6:00pm on Tuesday 5/5 through Saturday
5/10.

The members of the Board of Mission hope
you can join us to surprise this local effort. The
only requirements are the time you choose and
signing a release from liability form. Thanks for
considering this community effort.

~Board of Mission~

WAIM Work Day

Our second (and last planned) Work Day at
WAIM is scheduled for this year on Saturday, May
16™. Volunteers will be needed to help with sorting
and preparing the donated items at WAIM from
9:00 am until 12:00 pm that day. A sign up list will
be available in Fellowship Hall. No special
expertise is needed but it is a good opportunity to
see the variety of assistance available to those
living in the area, to obtain clothing and household
items, and for us to be aware of the needs when we
donate.

CWS- Mother’'s Day-Blanket Fund

We will be providing Mother’s Day gift
announcement cards from Church World Service
for any who would like to make donations of
blankets as a Mother’s Day gift.

The blankets are distributed by CWS in the
event of emergencies worldwide, when disasters,
displacement or need arises. They can provide
warmth, shelter, bedding, or transportation of
belongings for people in need of help.

To contribute, enclose $5.00 or more in an
envelope labeled “collector” (checks should be
made out to First Church and notated “CWS
Blanket Fund”). Cards to announce your gift for
Mother’s Day will be in the narthex and in

fellowship hall (on the table beneath the Mission
bulletin board).

A similar donation to CWS will be sought for
Father's Day in June with “Tools of Hope” and
cards are available for other gift announcements at
any time, upon request.
~ The Board of Mission

Stewardship

So often we hear the word "stewardship" and
think church budget, pledge cards. But the concept
of stewardship is so much more: gratitude, a sense
of blessing and wonder, gospel questions about our
relationships with money, recognition of talents,
strengths and expertise as the fruits of God's
creative action within us - a recognition that raises
questions about how we use our talents, strengths
and expertise in service to God's vision for a
peaceable kingdom. Over the next few months the
Stewardship Committee will be sharing a series of
reflections on the practice of Stewardship as a
Spiritual Discipline. These reflections are written by
Rev. Maren Tirabassi and come to us as a UCC
resource made possible through our contributions
to Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM).

The Stewardship committee welcomes your
responses to these reflections!

Jean Bell, Gloria Bent, Libby Scott

Monthly Stewardship Message

Imagine yourself in the story almost a

meditation

Then he said to them “whose head is on this and
whose title?...When they heard this, they left him
and went away. (Matthew 22: 20, 22)

The Pharisees and Herodians are gone. All the
people trying to trap Jesus left. In fact, all the
stresses in your life have temporarily slunk away.
Some of those stresses involve money — a debt, a
legacy, a job worry. People were never able to
challenge Jesus with money problems. He let them
go. So can you.

You are in the story with Jesus and his circle of
disciples. He told his challengers they should render



God, God-things, and render the contemporary
world things that belong to it. You do render God
prayer, worship, little deeds of justice or
compassion — a letter to your senator, work at the
soup kitchen, care for someone who is young or old
or lonely, your offering. But the denarius, the
twenty dollar bill? You want to ask Jesus how you
should render your money. There are so many good
things. Groceries — good. Something for a child —
prom dress, gymnastics lesson, college education —
good. A vacation -- good. Rent, a car payment ... a
new car -- good.

Do you think God doesn’t care how you use money
that doesn’t go to church? Wrong. Jesus sits with a
denarius, waiting to show every disciple a different
face on it — a this-world place that is right for this
coin. Jesus holds out a coin to you (or maybe a bill).
What do you see? The face on the coin is not
harmful but hopeful. It may be inexpensive or a big
investment. It’s best for you, those you love, those
around you, and some you don’t even know.

Holding the coin, think what spending this money
means. What other things will it touch? What other
people? The face on the coin will be different
another day. Close your imaginary hand and ask
God to bless it. When you open your hand, the coin
will be gone; but the memory will be there.

Maren C. Tirabassi is Pastor of Union
Congregational UCC of Madbury, NH. Her most
recent book is “God in My Life: How and Why We
Share Faith Stories.”

May 2009 God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible
by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
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May Basket Fundraiser
Saturday, May 2",
from 9:00 am — 12:00.

First Church of Christ in Mansfield
Houseplants, perennials, annual plants
in baskets or hand painted day-pots or

ready to plant as well as homemade
baked goods and other foods for sale.

Spring Fling

The Windham Area Interfaith Ministry uplifts and
unites our community by providing caring
service and resources to meet our neighbors' needs
with dignity and respect.

7-11 pm
Saturday, May 16
Willimantic Elks Lodge
198 Pleasant Street
Willimantic
Minimum donation of $15
($7 students)

Purchase tickets in Willimantic at:

WAIM (866 Main Street)

Lily Pad (34 North Street)

Swift Waters Artisans' Cooperative (750 Main
Street)

or call (860) 456-7270 for additional ticket
locations.



The Library Box

[t has surprised me how well our library table has
been working out. Folks are borrowing books and
returning them. [ do hope you have also enjoyed
them. Just goes to prove that Faith Formation takes
on many different forms for different folks. Again, if
there is anything special you are looking for please
just let me know.

The Berenstain Bears Say There Prayers
The Berenstain Bears Go to Sunday School

The Berenstain Bears Count Their Blessings by Stan
& Jan Berenstain

Who doesn’t enjoy these lovable bears who have
become classics. Recommended for ages 4-7.

If I Live To Be 100 Lessons from the Centenarians by
Neeah Ellis

While we here at First Church could certainly write
our own book there is so much we can all learn from
this book. Neenah Ellis is a former staff producer for
NPR'’s All Things Considered, and 100 Years of Stories.
Recommended for anyone who still feels they have
some thing to learn.

Palestine Peace Not Apartheid by Jimmy Carter

The former president’s ideas are expressed with
perfect clarity; his book, of course, represents a
personal point of view, but one that is certainly
grounded in both knowledge and wisdom. His
outlook on the problem not only contributes to the
literature of debate surrounding it but also, just as
importantly, delivers a worthy game plan for clearing
up the dilemma. Recommended for high school age
and beyond.

When God Winks at You by Squire Rushnell

Think God isn’t listening? Or do you not want to
bother Him again, not when He has so many big
issues to deal with? Sometimes a person can feel so
small...but your Maker not only knows you
intimately; He cares about each and every detail.
There are no minutiae when it comes to you-a
godwink-to let you know He’s there. And that He's
listening. Recommended for high school age and
beyond.

Traveling Mercies Some Thoughts on Faith by Anne
Lamott

Anne Lamott claims the best two prayers she knows
are “Help me, help me, help me” and “Thank you,
thank you, thank you.” Despite-or because of-her
irreverence and wit, faith is a natural subject for
Lamott. With an exuberant mix of passion, insight,
and humor, in Traveling Mercies she takes us on a
journey through her often troubled past to illuminate
her devout but quirky walk of faith. In a narrative
spiced with stories and scripture, with diatribes,
laughter, and tears, Lamott tells how, against all odds,
she came to believe in God and then, even more
miraculously, in herself. Recommended for adults.



First Church of Christ

Sunday

First Hour: 9:30 am
“The Colors of Prayer”
Worship Service: 10:15 am
Chime Choir Practice
5 min. after service-12:10

10
First Hour: 9:30 am
“The Colors of Prayer”
Worship Service: 10:15 am
Chime Choir Practice
5 min. after service-12:10

17
No First Hour

Worship Service: 10:15 am
Chime Choir Practice
5 min. after service-12:10

24
No First Hour
Worship Service: 10:15 am
Chime Choir Practice
5 min. after service-12:10

31 First Hour: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am
Chime Choir Practice
5 min. after service-12:10

Service/Celebration for /

Lois Happe 5:30 pm

Monday
4
11
Sewing
Service
9-1:00 pm
18
25

Memorial Day
Office
Closed

United
Cong.
Churchin
Tolland

MAY 2009

Tuesday

5
Weekly Seeds
7:00 pm

Bd of Mission
7:00 pm

12
BFF 7:00 pm

Weekly Seeds
7:00 pm
19

Weekly Seeds
7:00 pm

26
Deadline for
June Newsletter

Weekly Seeds
7:00 pm

Wednesday

6

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study: 1-2:30 pm
Business Com. 6:00 pm
“Middle School Confessions”
7:30 pm

13

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study: 1-2:30 pm
JPF 5-7:00
Deacons  7:00 pm

20

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study: 1-2:30 pm

Executive Council 7:00 pm

27

Prayer Group: 10:30 am
Book Study: 1-2:30 pm

Calendar of Events

Thursday

Choir 7:30 pm

14

Choir 7:30 pm

21
Just Peace
9:30 am

Choir 7:30 pm

28

Choir 7:30 pm

15

22

29

Friday

Saturday
2
May Basket
Fundraiser
9-12:00
9
16
23
30



